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July 11,1902 1648 

Quarantine restrictions of Dutch Indian government on vessels from Canton. 

[No. 204.] 

Canton, China, May 26, 1902. 

Sir : In further continuation of my No. 202, concerning the preva- 
lence of plague and cholera in the province of Kwangtung, I have the 
honor to report as follows : 

Dr. John M. Swan, physician in charge of the Canton hospital, pre- 
sented the following report to me this morning : 

Canton, China, May $6, 1902. 

Sib : I have recently been making special inquiries with regard to the prevalence of 
plague and cholera in Canton, and I am pleased to report to you that cholera has practi- 
cally disappeared so far as I can learn. With regard to plague, an outbreak of which I 
wrote to you some weeks ago, I may say that I have since been in the district 
referred to, and so far as I can learn there were not as many cases as at first reported 
and since that time the number has markedly diminished. There are still sporadic 
cases occurring in the city, but the disease is not now so largely prevalent. 

In connection with this question of bubonic plague in Canton, I beg leave to inform 
you that I have just received reliable information that the captain superintendent of 
police in Hongkong recently sent for the representatives of the different steamboat 
companies having boats on the Hongkong and Canton run, and asked them if they 
would make arrangements to receive plague cases on their boats for transportation to 
Canton. One, if not 2 of the representatives refused to do so, but I am informed that 
the other boats, at least a number ot them, said they would do so. These are the facts' 
as reported to me by a reliable person engaged in the river trade. 

Respectfully, John M. Swan. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 

Through a reliable Chinese official I have learned that within the past 
few days plague is spreading rapidly and with virulence in the K'i Ha, 
or Bannermen district of Canton. That part of the city is the dirtiest, 
and I have almost exhausted every effort to have it thoroughly cleansed. 

I regret to report that the governor-general of Dutch-India has 
decreed that all ships or vessels arriving from Canton, or having called 
at that port, are subject in Dutch-India to a quarantine of ten days 
from the date of departure from that port, or since the last case of plague 
on board. Importation is temporarily prohibited of animal refuse, 
claws and hoofs, animal or human hair and bristles, hides which are 
untanned and which are salted or cured with arsenic, raw wool, and 
rags, bags or sacks which have already been used, coming from Canton 
or transhipped at that port. Also it is temporarily prohibited to import 
from Canton into Dutch-India tapestry and used embroideries unless 
they are transported as personal baggage, or in consequence of change 
of residence. 

Bespectfully, Eobert M. McWade, 

United States Consul. 

The Assistant Secretary of State. 

Report from Hongkong — Diseases of cattle in relation to the shipment of 
stock cattle to the Philippines. 

Hongkong, China, May 27, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills of 
health issued at this station during the week ended May 24, 1902. 
Eleven steamers were inspected, 956 individuals were bathed at the dis- 



